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This is the first article 
in a series on local run-
ners who participated in 
the Grand to Grand Ultra 
2019.

“I love a challenge! 
When I first learned 
about the Grand to Grand 
Ultra Marathon based 
out of Kanab every year 
I knew I had to do it,” 
said Bart Battista, Kanab 
City Council candidate. 
“I couldn’t imagine a 
better way to experience 
the landscape of our area 
than by running from the 
North Rim of the Grand 
Canyon to the summits of 
the Grand Staircase.” 

Battista is no stranger 
to outdoor adventures. 
His accomplishments 
include competing in 
the Mt. Fuji Ekiden, 
a relay race deemed 
“The Toughest Relay on 
Earth” by Runner’s World
magazine. During this 
six-person race in Japan 
he ran the top part of 
the relay at an elevation 
of 10,495 not only once, 
but twice. He competed 
in the Moloka’i to Oahu 
canoe race, regarded as 

the outstanding outrigger 
canoe event in the world. 
He also paddled in the 
Catalina Challenge Race 
from Catalina Island to 
Newport, Calif. 

Reflecting on completing 
numerous marathons and 
other grueling challenges 
Battista said, “Besides 
infantry officer training, 
mountaineering training 
and physical encounters 
in Afghanistan while in 
the military, completing 
the Grand to Grand is the 
most challenging thing I 
have ever tried. Running 
172 miles in seven days 
is a physical and mental 
challenge and once you 
accomplish something 
like this, it can’t be taken 
away from you.”

“I have spent the past 
six months training for 
the Grand to Grand; my 
training included one or 
two runs each weekend 
that were around 20 miles 
each and three shorter 
runs during the week. 
I love the Kanab Trails 
App! I used it every time 
I went on my long runs 
and, thanks to the detail 

in the app, I never got 
lost,” said Battista.

“Going into the race, I 
was worried I didn’t do 
enough training, but I was 
definitely strong enough 
for the hills and my wind 
was good. Unfortunately, 
I did something to my 
knee on the second day 
when we were coming 
down the Navajo Trail, so 
I had to through hike the 
rest of the race.

“Other competitors 
would start out the day 
running and pass me 
initially, but just like the 
little train that could, I 
kept my pace. Later on 
they would be out of wind 
and I would pass them on 
the uphill – climbing slow 
and steady. In a race like 
this, you can’t let adver-
sity overwhelm you. You 
must have perseverance 
and grit to succeed, just 
like in life,” reflected 
Battista. 

“Though it was an 
individual race, I found 
that the camaraderie I 
had with my ‘Tent Team’ 
and the other runners 
made it feel like a team 

event. I was lucky to 
run, eat and sleep beside 
people from all around 
the world. I think there 
were competitors from 
22 different countries 
this year, including some 
from France, Australia 
and China. 

“One of my tent mates, 
who I became good friends 
with, was a Kiwi who 
had so many similarities 
to my friends in Kane 
County. He rides bulls 
and broncos in rodeos, 
and traveled the Austra-
lian outback for months 
rounding up wild bulls, 
a true cowboy. 

“The long day of the race 
was a grueling 52 miles 
that started at 8-Mile Gap 
and ended at Elephant 
Butte. I was fighting my 
knee injury and it was 
extremely hot. I was at 
about the midway point 
and I was running low 
on water and the sun was 
beating down. However, I 
knew that soon I would be 
passing through Kanab’s 
Angel Canyon where my 
wife, family, friends and 
co-workers would be there 
to support me. Knowing 
that I had their love and 
support made me choke 
up and helped me push 
through my pain and 
exhaustion. 

“When I arrived at 
checkpoint four, I laid 
down in Kanab Creek and 
splashed its cool waters 
on my body. It was the 
best thing ever, and just 
what I needed to energize 
my system to carry on,” 
recalled Battista. 

“As I approached the 
spectators, I got a big 
smile; it was so wonderful 
to see everyone! My wife 
Brenda, father Francis, 
stepmother Silva, co-
workers and of course 
my dogs were there to 
greet me. Their support 
and the waters of Kanab 
Creek definitely buoyed 
my spirits for the next 26 
miles I had to go for that 
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long day.
“It takes a lot of te-

nacity to run the Grand 
to Grand. Some people 
didn’t pace themselves, 
got hurt and had to drop 
out of the race. At one 
point on the fifth day, 
one of my tent mates was 
down on the ground; he 
was very close to drop-
ping out of the race. One 
of my other tent mates, 
a tenacious French lady, 
was there as well and 
prodding him to get up. 
We were not going to let 
him quit! 

“We rallied him and 
helped pull him through 
that leg and then helped 
him pace himself the 
next day – it was only 
one act of camaraderie 
and teamwork out of 
many that I saw out on 
the trail. I made so many 
memories.

“I love trail running. It’s 
calming and really allows 
you to enjoy the beauty 
of this area. One thing 

we as residents of Kane 
County can be proud of is 
that we live in one of the 
most beautiful places in 
the U.S. Kane County is 
rugged and spectacular. 
If people are not getting 
outdoors they need to, 
just to experience how 
wonderful this place we 
call home is.

“Now that I am back 
from the Grand to Grand 
I am ready to hit the cam-
paign trail for the next 
six weeks. I am excited to 
bring the same tenacity 
and endurance needed 
to complete an ultra-
marathon to my position 
on the Kanab City Council 
if elected on November 5,” 
concluded Battista.

For more information 
about the 2019 Grand to 
Grand race, visit www.
g2gultra.com.

To learn more about 
Bart Battista and his race 
for Kanab City Council, 
go to www.bartbattista.
com.

The Utah State Legis-
lative Task Force spent 
the summer visiting 
cities across Utah, hop-
ing to hear from their 
constituents on Utah 
tax reform. Many of 
you attended and spoke 
out against a sales tax 
on professional services 
and a property trans-
fer tax. To those who 
attended, thank you! 
However, time and space 
were limited, making it 
difficult to truly show 
the Legislature how 
harmful these new taxes 
would be to our Owners 
Association.

A sales tax on services 
will increase owner asso-
ciation dues as sales tax 

would be charged by our 
groundskeeper, pool tech-
nician, property manager, 
attorney, handyman, etc. 
The good news is, we have 
the opportunity now to 
speak out and educate 
our state leaders and 
policymakers. Share your 
viewpoint by visiting: 
https://strongerfutures.
utah.gov/ and filling out 
the comment form at the 
bottom of the page.

As homeowners, not 
only will we be impacted, 
but each of you has a busi-
ness, family member, or 
neighbor who would be 
negatively affected by a 
sales tax on services and 
a property transfer tax. 
Share your expertise! 

Help the Legislature 
understand who they 
will hurt, and how they 
should avoid punishing 
homeowners. Please be 
specific and use per-
sonal examples, since 
these responses will go 
straight to the task force 
and staff.

Our legislative lead-
ers can’t hear from us 
enough! Soon they’ll be 
deciding what to include 
in the upcoming tax re-
form bill. Tell the task 
force “NO” to a sales tax 
on professional services 
and a property transfer 
tax by filling out the 
comment form today: 
https://strongerfutures.
utah.gov/.

Say “no” to a sales tax on services
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