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By Dixie Brunner
While it has taken a long 

time coming to fruition, the 
beautiful Kanab Center is 
nearing completion. The new 
convention center, located at 
20 North 100 East in Kanab, 
will be an enormous asset to 
Kanab.

“It’s really coming together,” 
said enthused Convention 
Center Coordinator Danielle 
Ramsay, as she gave a tour last 
week amid workers putting on 
the fi nishing touches.

Kane County Economic 
Development Special Projects 
Manager Matt Brown has, 
along with the Kane County 
Commission, overseen the 
project. It is hoped that the 
convention facility at the center 
of town will bring in more and 
larger conventions.

The Kanab Center is a collab-
oration between Kane County, 
the Kane School District (who 
donated the property) and 
Kanab City.

The architect on the project 
is Campbell and Associates 
Architects and the contractor 
is Steed Construction.

Others who were instru-
mental on the project include: 
former Kane County Com-
missioner Dirk Clayson; Dave 
Owens and his IT crew for 
installing the audio and visual 
components; Craig Hansen 
from the Kane County Senior 
Center; Elizabeth Davis and 
Angie Reidhead from USU 
Extension/Kane County 4-H. 

The banquet, meeting and 
reception facility offers more 
than 15,000 square feet of op-
portunity. The spacious build-
ing will be a perfect setting for 
small or large conventions 

The large Willow Ballroom 

can hold up to 400 people, and 
will be a perfect location for 
wedding receptions. A large 
kitchen, designed by Sego Chef 
Shon Foster, is located behind 
the banquet room for meal 
preparation. Event planners 
can choose from a wide variety 
of food options with the Kanab 
Center’s approved caterers.

The ballroom also will be 
a great asset for companies 
wanting to hold professional 
presentations for up to 750 
theater-style seating. It has 
the capability of being divided 
into three breakout rooms, has 
a 161” motorized screen, and a 
ceiling mounted projector

There are fi ve other board-
room rental options, depending 
on the event booking needs:

• Pinyon is the smallest room, 
with 665 square feet which can 
seat 36 people classroom-style 
or 95 theater-style.

• Juniper measures 1,838 
square feet, and can seat up 
to 262 theater-style. 

• Sage is 1,214 square feet 
that can seat 172 theater-
style. 

• Ponderosa can seat 132 
theater-style.

• Board Room is 1,020 square 
feet and seats 145 theater-
style, with the potential to 
be divided into two breakout 
rooms. 

The Center’s original gym 
doubles as expo space for 
booths or large displays for 
conventions and seminars. 

Convention or reception 
attendees can also enjoy the 
sunshine on nice days. The 
Center features two outdoor 
plazas and an outdoor stage 
for performances.

The following are confi rmed 
bookings for the Kanab Center 

Kanab Center 
nearing reality

Grand  to Grand Ultra 2019 balmy and brutal

  Joseph Taylor is the fi rst USA male to win G2G. Not only is he from the USA, he hails 
from Salt Lake City, Utah! He is also one of the tallest to race G2G  (6’7”). He fi nished in 34 
hours, 16 minutes and 55 seconds – about 1½ hours ahead of the second place male. No 
time records were set this year. The extreme lack of moisture in the sand made running, 
and even walking, diffi cult for everyone. Photo courtesy of Grand to Grand Ultra.

  This is an artist’s rendering of the front entrance of the new Kanab Center, which should be fi nished later 
this month.

By Dixie Brunner
Mary Craven passed away 

this week and her departure 
from this Earthly existence 
left a big hole in our hearts. My 
sympathies to her awesome 
companion Ed and their chil-
dren – it’s hard to say goodbye 
to someone so special.

She was a dear friend of 
mine (and to my Mom), but 
was so much else to many. Her 
smile, occasional visits, ‘Dixie 
hugs’ and friendly personality, 
warmed many a day at the 
newspaper offi ce. 

Mary was who I want to be 
when (and if) I ever reach her 
age! She was intelligent, hu-
morous and vital. She could, 
and would, talk about local or 
international politics. She was 
non-judgemental in what she 
would say, but would have a 
strong and clear opinion on 

many things! 
Mary would often come into 

the newspaper offi ce to visit 
with Hilda, Brooke, Dennis 
and myself, and then be off to 
her other endeavors.

Her other endeavors were 
so many! How many of us can 
say ‘during our retirement’ 
we volunteered for the Kane 
County Hospital Thrift Store 
and Kane County Hospital, 
and wrote features for the lo-
cal newspaper? How many of 
us would attend local political 
meetings because, according 
to her, ‘they needed to hear 
her two cents?’

Mary wrote many articles 
for the newspaper from her 
volunteer and life experiences. 
She wrote features about 
numerous subjects – her ques-
tion and answer format on new 
residents to town always made 
me smile! She was a valued 
friend, writer and an asset to 
Kane County. 

Mary, you’ve lived a good 
life and God speed. We will 
miss you terribly.

To Mary with Love, we will miss you

as of the end of September:
• November 7-9: Kanab Writ-
er’s Conference
• Nov. 7: Utah Offi ce of Outdoor 
Recreation Grant Workshop
• November 15: Grand Stair-
case Escalante Partners Board 
Meeting
• December 6-7: Symphony 
of the Canyon’s Christmas 
Festival

• December 31: Kane County 
New Year’s Eve Party
• March 20-22, 2020: Outsid-
er’s Photography Conference 
(400 attendees)
• April 2-3, 2020: Southern 
Utah Tourism Summit
• April 6-8, 2020: Utah Facili-
ties Operation & Maintenance 
Association Spring Confer-
ence

• May 6-8, 2020: Utah Envi-
ronmental Health Association 
Spring Conference
• May 20-22, 2020: Night Scap-
ers Photography Conference
• September 21-26, 2020: Pet 
Professional Guild

For more information about 
event dates and availability, 
call Danielle Ramsay at 435-
644-4333 or 435-256-5002. 

Mary Craven

By Susana Young
The weather was “perfect” – 

no wind, no rain, no hail, not too 
hot, not too cold. Yet 24 percent 
of the 2019 G2G entrants did 
not fi nish, or DNF’d. An elite 
runner who had placed fi fth at 
Marathon des Sables dropped 
because he couldn’t keep any 
food down. Some had old inju-
ries plague them, and others 
just didn’t comprehend how 
hard G2G would be. If you’ve 

never run a marathon, day 
after day, and think you can 
walk G2G to the fi nish line, 
you soon learn it’s no walk in 
the park. 

What do you do when you’ve 
already invested in being in 
Kanab for a week, traveling 
from Europe or Taiwan or 
Australia, or Idaho, spending 
months and money preparing 
your pack and your body for 
a grueling week of running 

or trekking along “the most 
challenging ultra marathon 
on the planet?”

Some who DNF’d needed 
to get home. Some wanted to 
stay in Kanab and heal and 
be able to go to the fi nish line 
to welcome their friends – old 
buddies they’d come with to 
face G2G together; new friends 
they’d made sharing a tent or 
conversation along the trail.

Those who stayed in Kanab 

enjoyed local cuisine, shopping 
and sites. A group of seven 
DNF-ers chose Kanab Tour 
Company to visit Peek-A-Boo 
Slot Canyon by ATV – a place 
they would have run through 
had they been able to stay in 
the race. They were delighted 
to be where the runners would 
be the following day. Some got 
to drive four-wheel ATVs on 
the deep sandy road.

Kudos to the Canyons Col-

lection and Hampton Inn for 
their fl exibility in accommodat-
ing the DNF-ers; when there 
seemed to be no more rooms 
in town; when sick and weary 
people just needed to get a 
room; when sometimes they 
were not yet able to get to their 
credit cards and IDs.

Once again, Kanab has 
amazed people with their kind-
ness, generosity, trust and good 
will. More photos on B8.

  Sara Lavender Smith is the second USA female to win G2G (she fi nished 10th overall). 
She said, “I gave it my all this year, pushing as hard as I could without blowing up from 
the stress of heat, fatigue and low calories.” Sara is also the fi rst USA participant to fi nish 
G2G three times. She poses with G2G organizers Tess and Colin Geddes. Photo courtesy 
of Grand to Grand Ultra.
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