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By Karen Williams
Endurance Events USA is 

pleased to announce the eighth 
edition of the Grand to Grand 
Ultra, September 22 through 
September 28, 2019.  This unique 
event is a six-stage, seven-day, 
self-supported footrace.  It will 
be held in the states of Utah and 
Arizona, covering a cumulative 
distance of approximately 170 
miles (273 km). 

The 170-mile course begins 
at the awe-inspiring North Rim 
of the Grand Canyon, one of 
the Seven Natural Wonders of 
the World, and fi nishes on the 
summit of the Grand Staircase, 
one of the world’s most iconic 
geological formations. The course 
takes participants through a 
desert landscape of sand dunes, 
red rock canyons, buttes, mesas 
and hoodoos.

Participants will navigate 
through compelling slot canyons 
and climb more than 18,000 feet 
over the course of the race. They 
will experience the remotest part 
of continental America in the way 
of the earliest settlers, Navajo 

and Paiute Indian tribes. 
The fi eld of participants from all 

over the world will come together 
for this challenging test of survival 
in harsh desert conditions, assum-
ing the responsibility of carrying 
their own backpacks containing 
food, sleeping bag, mat and other 
mandatory equipment for the 
week. While pre-qualifi cation is 
not required, participants will 
need to prepare for this grueling 
week-long race through endurance 
training and informed selection of 
gear and nutrition. Participants 
can elect to compete as individu-
als or teams.

Participants are expected to pos-
sess basic outdoor survival skills 
such as familiarity with outdoor 
gear and backpacking. However, 
they are not required to possess 
any technical navigational or 
climbing skills to take part in the 
event. Over 100 entrants from 234 
countries are expected to start.

The event is proud to support 
two local charities – Best Friends 
Animal Society and the Kane 
County Children’s Justice Center. 
Competitors are also raising funds 

By Dixie Brunner
Kanab resident Gloria McBeth 

is passionate about fi nding ways 
to honor Veterans. Gearing up 
for the holidays her adopted pro-
gram, ‘Wreaths Across America,’ 
will give all of us an opportunity 
to honor our beloved Veterans 
who have passed away! 

McBeth has earned her passion 
for those who have served in the 
Armed Forces. Her father Lloyd 
Laycook served as an Air Force 
pilot for 25 years, and husband 
Richard McBeth is a retired 
Army combat engineer. She also 
is the proud mother of two active 
military sons; John Culpepper is 
a Lt. Colonel in the Army, and 
Chris Culpepper is a Commander 
in the Coast Guard.

So you can say that respect for 
the military is in her blood!

The ‘Wreaths Across America’ 
program states its goal is to dem-
onstrate that ‘Everyone Plays A 
Part’ to remember, honor and 
teach about the service and sac-
rifi ce Veterans have given for the 
preservation of our safety, rights 
and freedom. 

“It all began with a gentleman 

from Maine who visited Arling-
ton,” explained McBeth. “He was 
so touched by all the graves, he 
wanted to donate wreaths in the 
deceased servicemen’s honor.” 

In 2005, there were photos taken 
at Arlington Cemetery of the stir-
ring wreath memorials, and the 
idea of honoring the Veterans in 
this way went viral. “Thousands 
of people wanted to help do the 
wreaths for Veterans in other 
cemeteries around the country.”

McBeth fi rst got into ‘Wreaths 
Across America,’ when she was 
with her husband in Ft. Leonard-
wood, Missouri. The ‘Wreaths 
Across America’ had taken off 
there, and she became involved 
in fundraising and the program’s 
facilitation. 

“When my husband and I moved 
here in 2017, my father Lloyd 
Laycook encouraged me to get the 
program going here,” said McBeth. 
“He said there were nearly 400 
interred area Veterans. The lo-
cal American Legion has marked 
each Veteran grave with a legion 
sticker.”

“We fi rst talked to City Manager 
Joe Decker, and got the city’s bless-

for over 20 different charities. 
The event is sponsored by the 

Kane County Offi ce of Tourism.
Registration is now open for 

2020. Advance registration is 
required and early registration 
is strongly recommended for this 
event given the quotas for different 
countries. Please visit the event 

website at www.g2gultra.com for 
more information and complete 
registration details.

Follow the event on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/g2gul-
tra and Twitter, http://twitter.
com/g2gultra.

For information regarding reg-
istration, sponsorship or other 
event-related questions, contact 
Colin Geddes at info@g2gultra.
com.
About Grand to Grand Ultra

The Grand to Grand Ultra is 
considered to be one of the world’s 
most iconic, multi-stage ultra-
marathons and has attracted 
competitors from more than 50 
countries worldwide since the fi rst 
edition in 2012. It was the unique 
opportunity to hold a world-class 
event that would stretch from the 
Grand Canyon, one of the Seven 

Natural Wonders of the World, 
to the relatively unknown but 
equally geologically iconic Grand 
Staircase, that settled the loca-
tion of North America’s premier 
self-supported stage race. 

About Kanab
Kanab is the gateway to three 

national parks, five national 
monuments, a renowned Nation-
al Recreational Area, two state 
parks, two national forests and 
unlimited outdoor adventures. In 
every direction, there are breath-
taking views; the unique vistas of 
The Grand Canyon to the south, 
Zion National Park to the west, 
Bryce Canyon National Park to 
the north and Lake Powell/Glen 
Canyon to the east.

For information on visiting Ka-
nab and the surrounding area, vis-
it www.visitsouthernutah.com.

The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) has released a prelim-
inary Environmental Assessment 
(EA) that considers an increase in 
visitor access on public lands with-
in the Paria Canyon-Vermilion 
Cliffs Wilderness, specifi cally the 
Wave. The EA evaluates a variety 
of active management options to 
increase recreational access while 
preserving wilderness values 
on BLM-managed public lands 
located east of Kanab, Utah and 
west of Page, Arizona. The public 
has the opportunity to provide 
input on the preliminary EA and 
alternatives during a 30-day com-
ment period from September 13 
through October 12, 2019.

Public meetings will be held at 
the following locations: 
• September 24, 2019, 5-8 p.m. at 
the Red Lion Hotel, 850 South 
Bluff Street, St. George, Utah.
• September 25, 2019, 5-8 p.m. at 
the Police Department community 
room, 808 Coppermine Road, Page, 
Arizona.
• September 26, 2019, 5-8 
p.m. at the Kanab Middle 
School, 690 South Cowboy 
Way, Kanab, Utah.

The EA and related documents 
are available for review on BLM’s 
ePlanning website at: https://
go.usa.gov/xyxtK

Interested parties are encour-
aged to submit comments directly 
on the ePlanning website. Com-
ments may also be mailed to the 

BLM Arizona Strip District Offi ce 
at 345 East Riverside Drive, St. 
George, UT 84790, to the atten-
tion of Brandon Boshell. Please 
include “Paria Canyon-Vermilion 
Cliffs EA Comments” in the 
subject line. 

Consistent with Secretarial 
Orders 3347 and 3366 and public 
input received during scoping, 
the preliminary EA analyzes two 
alternatives for the wilderness 
and the Wave. Alternative A 
analyzes up to 96 people per day 
and Alternative B analyzes up to 
48 people per day. Decision mak-
ers could select a combination 
of components from any of the 
alternatives in the fi nal decision. 
The decision could be one of the 
alternatives in whole – or a com-
bination of components from any 
of the alternatives. The EA and 
alternatives also include a num-
ber of actions that would mitigate 
issues connected to a possible 
increase in visitor numbers. 

“We were inspired by the 
number of people who provided 
comments and engaged in public 
participation during the scop-
ing process and at open house 
events,” said Arizona Strip Field 
Manager Lorraine Christian. 
“With the release of the prelimin-
ary EA and Alternatives, we are 
now looking forward to working 
with the public through the EA 

Welcome Grand to Grand Ultra 2019 participants

 The runners at the start of the Grand to Grand Ultra last year at the Grand Canyon. Photo courtesy G2G.

Celebrating Veterans – ‘Wreaths Across America’

BLM seeks public comment 
for proposed change in
management of the Wave

ing to place the wreaths.”
Wreath sponsorship is $15, and 

when you go online to the ‘Wreaths 
Across America’ website, do a 
search for Kanab, Utah. The honor 
is given to any Veteran who served. 

The wreaths are ordered through 
the Warchester family of Maine, 
and is a non-political organization, 
with no religious ties and receives 
no federal funding – just private 
donations. 

“We hope to raise enough spon-
sorship money to place a wreath 
on every Veteran’s grave,” said 
McBeth, “and we are half the way 
there! We must have our order in 
by December 2 to order our live 
wreaths.”

On Saturday, December 14, 
there will a service at the Kanab 
Cemetery at 10 a.m., that will be 
time-synched to other ‘Wreaths 
Across America’ ceremonies (in-
cluding Arlington), and all over 
the nation!

“We will have a ceremony and 
family members will be asked to 
come forward and be recognized. 
We hope many citizens will attend 
to demonstrate our respect for our 
Veterans.”

 This iconic 2005 photo at Arlington Cemetery helped ‘Wreaths Across America’ grow quickly. See WAVE, Page 3
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